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         Foreign Language Department 
                  Exchange Program

The Foreign Language Department received initial approval from the school committee for the exchange program in 1983.  During the last few years our exchanges have been with Spain and France.  The school has participated in exchanges with Venezuela and Costa Rica as well.


This program is an integral part of our curriculum. Both the school committee and the administration support this program, which is aligned with the Easton Public School’s Vision Statement by preparing students “to meet the challenges of a global society”. We also “recognize the need for a variety of learning experiences that extend beyond the classroom and promote individual responsibility and respectful interaction” as stated in the Oliver Ames High School Mission Statement.
The Exchange Program offers Spanish 5 and French 5 (Honors) students a unique opportunity to truly use the language, and experience the culture that they have been studying for 6 years.  It is an educational experience where students live with a family and attend school with the host student.  Students who participate in this program must attend all classes of the host student while in that country.  Unlike the experiences of the average tourist, our students gain insight into the everyday life of the families, their culture and their educational system. In addition; they further develop their language skill, which makes them more marketable in today’s global society.  Students are required to keep a daily journal written in the target language in which they record their experiences and reflections.  Students receive 2 credits for their participation in the program.

The students traveling to France usually spend three nights in a hotel in Paris before traveling on to the host town of Forge-les-Eaux.  The students on the exchange to Spain usually spend three nights in a hotel in Madrid before meeting their host families in Almería.  Both groups spend about two weeks with their host families.  The host families are chosen by the schools in the communities participating in the exchange program.  The students are chaperoned by a teacher from Oliver Ames High School or Easton Middle School.


While we would like for all Spanish 5 and French 5 students to participate in this program, only 15 students per language may participate each year.  This is a very small percentage of the student population.  Students who host an exchange student have the first opportunity to participate.  If there should be more than fifteen students interested in participating, a lottery is held to decide which non host students may participate.   A student’s attendance and disciplinary record may also be used in consideration for participation in the program.

It is important that parents have conversations with both their child and his/her teachers concerning the student’s progress in class and whether his/her absences from class would be a liability.  Students who are struggling in a subject probably should not participate in the program.  Also students enrolled in demanding AP classes and Honor classes must evaluate the effect of their participation in the program might have upon their academic success.
Students participating in the exchange must follow all directions and policies of the chaperon, the host family, the host school and OAHS.  Any infractions may cause the student to be sent home at his/her expense.
The price for participating in the program is dependent upon the number of students participating.  All students purchase insurance to cover any loses that might be incurred by cancellations, delays, lost luggage, medical emergencies, etc.
