College English 11, Essay Test Response:  Read the following poem.  Using your knowledge of Dickinson and Whitman, decide who the poet is.  In paragraph form, explain what elements of the poem led you to your decision.  Summarize the meaning of the poem.  What is the speaker talking about?  Who or what is he/she referring to?  Identify and give examples of poetic devices that the poet uses.

Apparently with No Surprise

Apparently with no surprise

To any happy Flower 

The Frost beheads it at its play-

In accidental power- 

The blonde Assassin passes on-

The Sun proceeds unmoved

To measure off another Day

For an Approving God.


I think that this poem is written by Emily Dickinson.  I think this because the style of the poem.  The first thing that made me think it is written by her is the length.  Walt Whitman’s poems usually have long lines and take up about a page or more.  However, Emily Dickinson’s poems are usually short lines and only a few lines.  Also, I think the imagery shows who wrote it pretty well.  Walt Whitman’s poems are very vivid and detailed, while Emily Dickinson’s poems are shorter and less detailed.  Another thing that made me think of Dickinson is the rhyme and meter.  This poem is in slant rhyme and it alternates between iambic trimeter.  Whitman’ poems are mostly written in free verse with no rhyme.  In this poem, there is also a lot of personification which is not used by Walt Whitman nearly as much Emily Dickinson.

I think that this poem describes something sad like a flower, beautiful and happy dying.  But, when Emily Dickinson speaks of this, she does not make it seem sad.  She makes it as it really is.  Things like that happen in real life and people don’t realize it.  But, these things will come back and I think that she wrote it like this for that reason.
