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The Paradox of Love
Neruda, the author of “Sonnet 17,” was exiled from his native Chile because the government viewed his communist ideas as a threat. Before and during his exile Neruda wrote mostly about politics; however after his return and upon meeting his third wife Matilde, he began to write more love poetry. Influenced by his beloved, he wrote 100 sonnets. A man of great passion and love, “he was capable of unparalleled romanticism”(“Pablo Neruda” 2). However, whether he was hiding his love of poetry from his disapproving father, suppressing his political beliefs in order to be accepted in his native land or establishing his third marriage, which was not recognized by his own country, Neruda loves, “secretly, between the shadow and the soul…darkly in [his] body.” Using vivid images, inspired by nature, he communicates the “emotional highs and lows” (2) of his relationship with his beloved third wife Matilde.
	Even though Neruda wrote “Sonnet 17” in the 1960’s, a Contemporary time, the poem reflects more elements of romanticism, especially its emphasis on “powerful feelings [and] emotion over reason” (Holcombe 1). Neruda was inspired to write love poems due to his “feelings” for his newest girlfriend, Matilde, whom he met in the late 1950’s (“Pablo Neruda 1904” 2). He admits, “I love you without knowing how, or when, or from where” indicating that he values emotion over logic. Despite the fact that Modernism was increasingly popular in the 1960’s, Neruda followed a more Romantic style. “He thought of himself mainly as a love poet” [and] continued throughout his life to write remarkable love poems celebrating the women who brought focus to his being” (Reid 2).
The paradoxical theme of “Sonnet 17” is that love, like nature, is both simple and complex. Even though he simply states, “I love you as the plant that never blooms” he is suggesting that because it never “blooms,” it never dies. It is ideal, not real. Also, Neruda describes, “salt rose,” “topaz” and, “carnations” to capture the beauty, the color, the mystery of nature and of human love. The line “Thanks to your love a certain solid fragrance/ risen from the earth, lives darkly in my body” evokes nature to produce a powerful image of earthy human passion. Neruda is known for, “[transmitting] in his poems, a similar intimacy with the physical world, writing of it often as a lover” (Reid 2). And this is exactly what he did in Sonnet17. Neruda uses examples from nature to evoke the interesting similarity of the power and complexity of love in the human heart and life in the natural world. 
In “Sonnet 17” Pablo Neruda’s tone towards his beloved is intimate, passionate and very loving.  Neruda repeatedly declares, “I love you” indicating that his feelings towards his beloved are intense and very real. The word “close” is often repeated and indicates his desire for physical connection. In this, “Awe- inspiring fusion of heart and feelings”(“Pablo Neruda” 3). Neruda captures their bond in the lines, “So close that your hand on my chest is my hand/ so close that your eyes close as I fall asleep.” The border between each has dissolved and whatever she does he will follow. The 14 line poem is often referred to as, “demonstrating the truthfulness of what he is feeling through love.”(Reid 4)
	The mood of “Sonnet 17” is both passionate and painful.  The image of “arrows”, captures the picture of one wounded by love. The image of “fire” conveys the intensity of their emotion. The words “dark” “fragrance” and “body” suggest the sexuality of their union.  The connotation of “fragrance” and touch is evident in the line “so close that your hand on my chest is my hand’ capture the intimacy of their relationship. Neruda uses sensory images to express the intensity of his love. 
	Neruda uses the sonnet form to organize his ideas. Each quatrain is set up differently, and has a different meaning. In the first quatrain, Neruda declares his love saying, “I love you as certain dark things are to be loved.”  In the next quatrain, Neruda compares his love to a force of nature when he writes, “I love you as the plant that never blooms.” In the next quatrain, Neruda expresses his love without using comparisons, but instead explains the mystery of his attraction by stating, “I love you without knowing how, or when, or from where. / I love you straightforwardly, without complexities or pride.”  In the last quatrain, 
Neruda proclaims their sublime connection when he declares, “Where I does not exist, nor you, / so close that  your hand on my chest is my hand.” He ends the poem with, “so close that your eyes close as I fall asleep.” In 14 lines he explains their relationship by first defining what it is not and ending by describing the blissful state of what it is.
	Neruda, considered one of the greatest and most wildly respected Latin American poets of the 20th century,  recieved the Nobel Prize for literature. (“Neruda 1905-1973”4) “Sonnet 17” is a marvelous example of his romantic style, and the complexity of his work. In it he celebrates the power of romantic love to ease the pain of existence. He needs only 14 lines to take us on a remarkable journey through nature and its many wonders and evokes a lasting image of simple, powerful, and mysterious human love.
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