Name __________________________



Research Paper

	
	Specific Expectations
	Advanced  (A…B+)
	Proficient  (B…C)
	Needs Improvement (C-…D-)
	Failing (F)  

	Actively and critically reading, listening, and observing (A1)
	Paper demonstrates the student’s ability to research and identify relevant information by taking notes and incorporating those notes in the research paper
	Consistently recognizes relevant information in a learning environment
	Frequently recognizes relevant information in a learning environment
	Occasionally recognizes relevant information in a learning environment
	Does not recognize relevant information in a learning environment

	Asking appropriate questions (A2)
	Thesis statement is relevant to the assignment’s purpose and answers how and why questions
	Formulates questions based on information needs and revises, adds, and deletes questions as information changes
	Formulates questions based on information

needs
	Formulates at least one broad question based on information needs
	Does not formulate appropriate questions

	Conducting independent research (A3)
	Paper demonstrates comfort with the research process.  All steps of the process are completed with diligence
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of assignment’s purpose

Remains on task until assignment is complete
	Demonstrates an understanding of assignment’s purpose

Remains on task with a minimal amount of interruption until assignment is complete
	Demonstrates limited understanding of assignment’s purpose

Occasionally stays on task until assignment is complete
	Does not demonstrate an understanding of assignment’s purpose

Does not stay on task

	Assimilating and organizing information (P1)
	Paper is organized by means of an outline and relates directly to the thesis.  Paper  has an introduction, body paragraphs and a conclusion in a logical order.  Paper flows by means of transitional words, phrases, or clauses
	Identifies main ideas, outlines important facts,

categorizes information in meaningful ways and

logically sequences events
	Identifies main ideas, outlines factual information,

categorizes information,

and sequences events
	Identifies and lists general ideas


	Does not identify major ideas

	Recognizing patterns, evaluating trends, and making comparisons (P2)
	Connects the major elements of fiction to the author’s work.  Discusses  the language and style of the author.  Paper contains an appropriate amount of background information on author and context 
	Makes relevant connections by integrating new information with prior knowledge, personal experience, and significant global and historical events
	Makes connections by relating new information to prior knowledge and experiences
	Makes limited connections between new information and prior knowledge
	Does not relate new information to prior knowledge

	Drawing inferences and making conclusions (P3)                         
	Supports all arguments with relevant, specific reference to the text.  Uses relevant quotations when appropriate
	Effectively diagnoses issues, substantiates claims, and integrates previous knowledge in the formulation of judgments


	Supports claims with evidence and makes reasonable judgments
	Makes unsubstantiated claims and reaches  conclusions
	Does not make claims or draw conclusions

	Writing and speaking clearly and purposefully for a variety of audiences (C1)    
	Uses formal and appropriate language with proper usage, style and mechanics
	Displays mastery of target language 

Uses sophisticated modes of expression
	Displays command of target language 

Uses various modes of expression
	Displays some knowledge of target language 

Uses limited modes of expression
	Does not use target language conventions adequately

Uses only simplistic modes of impression

	Using technology to present information (C3)
	Paper is typed and uses correct MLA format for page setup and citation.
	Uses technology independently and skillfully

Chooses technologies appropriate to the task, thereby enhancing the quality of the presentation
	Uses technology skillfully with guidance

Chooses technologies appropriate to the task
	 Uses technology with minimal skill

Has difficulty choosing appropriate technologies
	Does not use appropriate technology 


Student Response:

In the space provided answer the questions and hand in with your final copy of the essay.

Write an assessment of your work.  What difficulties did you encounter as you moved through the writing process?  How does this essay compare with previous essays you have written.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What strategies did you use in preparing this essay?  How effective were the strategies?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After your instructor evaluates your paper, answer the following questions before placing it in your portfolio.

Discuss your instructor’s assessment and comments.  Do you agree with the assessment?  What aspects of your writing do you  need to improve?  What strategies might you employ to improve your work?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





EXPECTATIONS


OA students will access information in a variety of ways, including

· A1     Actively and critically reading, listening and observing

· A2     Asking appropriate questions


OA students will process information in a variety of ways, including

· P1     Assimilating and organizing information

· P2     Recognizing patterns, evaluating trends, and making comparisons

· P3     Drawing inferences and making conclusions


OA students will communicate information in a variety of ways, including

· C1     Doing, writing and speaking clearly and purposefully for a variety of audiences

(
C3     Using technology to present information

A1=15%
A2=5%
A3=20%
P1=10%
P2=15%
P3=15%
C1=15%
C3=5%

Grade______


